NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
and

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Proposed Substantial Amendment to Program Year 2008 Consolidated Plan and CDBG Action Plan for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program;
Program Year 2009 Action Plans for CDBG, ESG, and HOPWA;
and
Proposed Amendment to the State of Alabama Citizen Participation Plan

(Para ver una traducción al español de este anuncio, visite www.adeca.alabama.gov, o bien, solicitar copias de estos documentos en español, escriba a la Alabama Departamento de Asuntos Económicos y Asuntos de la Comunidad, PO Box 5690, Montgomery, Alabama 36103-5690 , E-mail CED@adeca.alabama.gov, o llame al 334-242-5468.)
Public Hearing for Proposed PY2008 Substantial Amendment
On behalf of the State of Alabama, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) has developed a proposed Substantial Amendment to the Program Year 2008 Consolidated Plan and CDBG Action Plan for the purpose of discussing the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) to acquire and redevelop foreclosed or abandoned properties in response to the effects of high foreclosures.  This Amendment summarizes the statewide needs and the recovery strategy to meet those needs using federal funding of $37,033,031 from HUD.  Specifically, the Amendment describes how eligible applicants can access funding through this program.  
The State of Alabama will conduct a public hearing to discuss the proposed Substantial Amendment to the PY2008 Consolidated Plan and CDBG Action Plan at the date, time and location listed below.  All concerned individuals are invited to attend and present their views on the need to mitigate the harmful effects of foreclosures, and to comment on the State's procedure for the distribution of funds and the implementation of the NSP.

Public Hearing for Proposed PY2009 Action Plans and 

Proposed Amendment to Citizen Participation Plan
Also, on behalf of the State of Alabama, ADECA, in coordination with the Alabama Housing Finance Authority (AHFA), has developed the Program Year 2009 Consolidated Plan.  ADECA has prepared PY2009 Action Plans for the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), the Emergency Shelter Grant Program (ESG), and the Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS Program (HOPWA).  AHFA has separately prepared the Action Plan for the Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME).  Collectively, these four Plans summarize housing and community development needs in the State and a strategy to meet those needs using federal funding from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  Specifically, the plans describe how eligible entities can access funding through these programs to address those needs.

The State of Alabama will conduct a public hearing to discuss the proposed PY2009 Action Plans for CDBG, ESG, and HOPWA at the date, time and location listed below.  
The purpose of the hearing will be to provide general program information and to receive input from interested parties.  The State plans to discuss (1) the anticipated amount of funds available for PY2009, (2) the range of activities that may be funded, and (3) other administrative details.

The 2009 Consolidated Plan indicates infrastructure needs throughout all of the State’s CDBG-eligible counties in the areas of water, sewer, roads, and drainage.  Research done for the Plan also indicates that non-housing community development needs tend to be more related to the levels of poverty within a certain geographical area or to the incorporated or unincorporated status of an area.  
For the coming year, the following priorities are in effect: For the CDBG Program, the housing-related priority is single family, owner-occupied rehabilitation.  For the ESG Program, the housing priorities are rehabilitation, renovation or conversion of buildings for emergency homeless shelters, including operation of those shelters.  And, for the HOPWA Program, the housing priority is rental assistance.  For non-housing needs, the priorities consist of essential community facilities and the promotion of economic development programs.

In addition, the State proposes to amend the State of Alabama’s Citizen Participation Plan in order to improve access to federally assisted programs for persons with limited English proficiency and add other modifications to address disasters and emergencies. 

Public Hearings
Date:
November 13, 2008

Time:
10:30 AM (Substantial Amendment to the PY2008 Plan - Neighborhood 


Stabilization Program)

1:30 PM (Proposed PY2009 Action Plans and Proposed Amendment to Citizen Participation Plan)  
Place:
Department of Agriculture and Industries



The Richard Beard Building Auditorium



1445 Federal Drive, Montgomery, Alabama 36107
Free parking will be available in the Coliseum parking lot on the north side of the Richard Beard Building (behind the chain link fence).  Please enter the auditorium on the north side of the building.

Draft copies of the proposed Substantial Amendment to the PY2008 Consolidated Plan,   proposed 2009 Consolidated Plan including the PY2009 Action Plans, and the State of Alabama’s Citizen Participation Plan may be viewed at www.adeca.alabama.gov or at the ADECA office at 401 Adams Avenue, Room 500, Montgomery, Alabama 36103, beginning November 13, 2008.  Attendees and interested parties may offer public comments at the hearing or submit written comments to the State.  Written comments should be received in the ADECA office no later than November 28, 2008 for the NSP Substantial Amendment to the PY2008 Consolidated Plan, and by December 15, 2008, for PY2009 Consolidated Plan and the Citizen Participation Plan.  Comments should be addressed to Mr. Shabbir Olia, ADECA, P.O. Box 5690, Montgomery, AL 36103-5690, or e-mailed to CED@adeca.alabama.gov.  Persons with disabilities or special needs who may require special materials, services, or assistance may contact Mr. Olia at the address referenced above or by calling 334-242-5468 no later than November 10, 2008.
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